
  

FROM FR COLIN Greetings everyone.  I hope all is well with you.  
I will be returning from my annual leave this week and I look 
forward to being with you at Mass next weekend and continuing 
our work together as a community of faith.  Fr Colin 
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3 Food for the spirit  
EDITING YOUR OWN LIFE 

Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
 that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect. 

(Rm 12:2) 

  The laws of mathematics and physics have forever been 
one of our great constants. They are predictable and 
reliable, not given to strange surprises. 

  But now, more and more, scientists are finding that even 
the laws of physics sometimes offer unexpected surprises 
and exhibit a freedom that leaves us baffled. Freedom, it 
seems, is everywhere. 

  Novelists have always known this. A novelist creates an 
imaginary character, begins to write a story, and then 
discovers that this character doesn’t always want to follow 
what the author had in mind for her. She becomes her own 
person, develops her own attitude, goes her own way, and 
shapes the story in a way that the novelist never intended. 
In the end, partly independent of the author, each 
character writes his or her own story. 

  In an interesting book, A Million Miles in a Thousand 
Years, Donald Miller takes this concept and uses it to offer 
a wonderful challenge within which each of us is invited to 
edit our own life so as to make our story a better and more 
noble one. 

  He does this through a series of autobiographical essays 
within which he challenges himself to write a better story 
with his own life and then invites his readers to each edit 
our own lives so as to build a story which is more 
interesting and more noble, one which, like a great movie, 
will leave its audience in tears and longing to do better 
things with their lives when the final credits roll. 

  Here’s how he describes this: 

So I was writing my novel, and as my characters 
 did what they wanted, I became more and more aware 

that somebody was writing me. So I started listening to The 
Voice, or rather, I started calling it The Voice and 

admitting there was a Writer. I admitted that something 
other than me was showing me a better way. And when I 
did this, I realized the Voice, the Writer, who was not me, 

was trying to make a better story, a more meaningful series 
of experiences I could live through. 

  Miller’s writing is brilliant but deceptive. Because of his 
particular genre, he can seem almost superficial at times, 
but, in the end, what you get is a combination of David 
Sedaris (wit, playful self-effacement), Annie Lamott 
(earthy, disarmingly direct), Kathleen Norris (outstanding 
common sense, intelligence), Henri Nouwen (an honest 
look at yourself) and Ignatius of Loyola (good rules for 
discernment and a bit of a guide to everything). Donald 
Miller runs all of this through a blender. 

  Initially, as I read the first chapters, I was taken only by 
his language and not by his content. He sounded more the 
comic wit than the wise elder. But slowly, almost 
imperceptibly, and this is his genius, depth, idealism, 
Christian vision, disarming common sense, and his real 
challenge begin to seep through, becoming clearer and 
more inviting as his story goes on. 

  Here’s an example of both his writing and his depth. In 
this a passage he shares how he discerns the real voice of 
God from the many false, neurotic voices that he, and most 
everyone else, commonly can confuse with God’s voice: 

As a kid, the only sense I got from God was guilt, 
something I dismissed as a hypersensitive conscience I got 
from being raised in a church with a controlling pastor. 

But that isn’t the voice I’m talking about. . . . The real Voice 
is stiller and smaller and seems to know, without 

confusion, the difference between right and wrong and the 
subtle delineation between the beautiful and the profane. 

It’s not an agitated Voice, but ever patient as though it 
approves a million false starts. 

The Voice I am talking about is a deep water of calming 
wisdom that says: hold your tongue; don’t talk about that 
person that way; forgive the friend you haven’t talked to; 
don’t look at that woman as a possession; I want to show 

you the sunset; look and see how short life is and how your 
troubles are not worth worrying about; buy that bottle of 
wine and call your friend and see if he can get together, 

because, remember, he was supposed to have that 
conversation with his daughter, and you should ask him 

about it. 

(Miller, A Million Miles in a Thousand Years) 

  And that Voice, he says, is forever saying to us: “Enjoy 
your place in my story. The beauty of it means you matter, 
and you can create it even as I have created you.” 

  In the end, this book is a healthy apologetic for faith, 
morality, decency, and God: the kind of challenge we badly 
need today. I was given the book by friend who has a 
twenty-something daughter who has long protested her 
doubts about God and, not least, her agnosticism about the 
church. This young post-Christian, my friend said, found 
the book on the kitchen table, picked it up out of curiosity, 
and then read it cover to cover, admitting that she was 
much challenged by it. 

  Now that’s not a bad endorsement! 

Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI (from the Center for Liturgy, 
University of St Louis) 

A parishioner has decided she no longer needs to drive her car.  She considered if another  
parishioner might be looking for a low mileage Ford Fiesta to purchase.  It was new in 2014, has travelled just over  19,000 km, and regu-
larly serviced with 6 months registration.  Colour is white with black upholstery.  If interested, contact Anthony Cassidy  0418 288 548. 



4 Hymns for the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary T ime 
ENTRANCE:  PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR 
 

Refrain   Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour, 
Word of the Father, calling us to life; 
Son of God who leads us to freedom: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who calls us out of darkness; 
you are the Word who leads us into light; 
you are the Word who brings us through the desert: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!   R 
 

You are the Word who calls us to be servants; 
you are the Word whose only law is love; 
you are the Word – made flesh who lives among us: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!   R 
 

Bernadette Farrell ©1986,2012, OCP.*    80544 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  WITH A JOYFUL HEART 
 

Refrain   With a joyful heart, O Lord my God, 
I bring all to you. 
 

Behold, O Lord, this bread 
which we now carry to your altar.    
This bread will become your body.   R 
 

Behold, O Lord, this wine;  
accept and bless it for our gladness.  
This wine will become your blood.   R 
 

We come to you, O Lord; 
we bring the gifts that you have made,           
the gifts we return to you.   R 

 

Lucien Deiss ©1970, World Library Publications*   15452649975c1adf65b35b7 
 

COMMUNION:  A NEW COMMANDMENT 
 

A new commandment 
I give unto you 
That you love one another 
As I have loved you 
That you love one another 
As I have loved you. 
 

By this the world will know that you are My disciples 
If you have love one for another.   x2 
 

Source unknown – Roy Crabtree ca. 1973 
 

RECESSIONAL:  SING A NEW SONG 
 

Refrain   Sing a new song unto the Lord 
let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, 
singing alleluia. 
 

Rise, O children, from your sleep 
your Saviour now has come. 
He has turned your sorrow to joy, 
and filled your soul with song.   R 
 

Glad my soul for I have seen 
the glory of the Lord. 
The trumpet sounds the dead shall be raised. 
I know my Saviour lives.   R 

 

Dan Schutte ©1972, OCP.*    80487 

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289 

 

 

This year’s Jesuit Mission Bazaar 

will be held at Saint Ignatius’ 

College Riverview on Saturday, 

14 September, from 9am to 5pm 

Join over 5,000 people for a vi-

brant community celebration 

filled with rides, live music, exciting stalls, fun games, and engaging 

activities. Explore stalls offering delicious food, homemade jams, cakes, 

books, toys, a wine auction, and so much more. 

For more details, visit jesuitmission.org.au/bazaar  or contact Katrina 

Tucker, Community Engagement Coordinator, at 

  02 8918 4109  or 

  katrina.tucker@jesuitmission.org.au 

( $52.50 for BB 
 Catholic primary) 
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS 

THE NICENE  CREED 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were 
made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
 

(all bow at the following words in 
bold) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was 
buried, 
 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father & 
the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen 

GLORIA: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  O God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 

THE PSALM       Ps 14 (15): 2-5 

Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain? 
Those who walk without fault; 
who act with justice 
and speak the truth from their hearts. 
 

Those who do no wrong to their brother or sister, 
who cast no slur on their neighbour, 
who hold the godless in disdain, 
but honour those who fear the Lord. 
 

Those who keep their pledge, come what may; 
who take no interest on a loan 
and accept no bribes against the innocent. 
Such a person will stand firm for ever. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set us free. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (James 1:18) 

Alleluia, alleluia! The Father gave us birth by his message of 
truth, that we might be as the first fruits of his creation. 

Alleluia! 

Spiritual director Ruth Haley Barton describes a “rule of 
life” as key to experiencing the reign of God:  

  Many of us try to shove spiritual transformation into the 
nooks and crannies of a life that is already unmanageable, 
rather than being willing to arrange our life for what our 
heart most wants. We think that somehow we will fall into 
transformation by accident.   

  Jesus had something to say about this. He used parables to 
picture a person who had searched long and hard for 
something very valuable and very special. In one story the 
prized item is a piece of land; in another it is a valuable 
pearl [Matthew 13:44–46]. In both stories, the merchant 
has been looking for this prize all his life, and when he 
finds it, he doesn’t hesitate. He sells everything he has so 
that he can buy what he has been searching for.   

  Both the field and the pearl are metaphors for the 
kingdom of God—that state of being in which God is 
reigning in our life and [God’s] presence is shaping our 
reality. The kingdom of God is here now, if we are willing 
to arrange our life to embrace it….   

  Christian tradition has a name for the structure that 
enables us to say yes to the process of spiritual 
transformation day in and day out. It is called a rule of life. 
A rule of life seeks to respond to two questions: Who do I 
want to be? How do I want to live? … [or] the interplay 
between these two questions: How do I want to live so I can 

be who I want to be?  

For pastor Ken Shigematsu, a rule of life is not a “one-size-
fits-all” solution:  

  A monastic rule of life can help us learn what it means to 
live so that we are attuned to God in our everything. A life 
that does more than pray sporadically, but is itself a prayer 
to God.…  

  Having a set of deliberate practices also allows us to build 
on our strengths and shore up areas of weakness. If we are 
experiencing a failure of self-control, we might deliberately 
practice fasting…. If we find ourselves overcommitted and 
distracted, engaging in a daily rhythm of ten or twenty 
minutes of silent prayer that centres us or meditating on a 
brief single passage in Scripture (lectio) may be a helpful 
practice.   

  On the other hand, if we have a naturally contemplative 
bent and find ourselves spending a disproportionately large 
amount of time in private prayer and solitude, adding 
another way of praying may not be helpful. In fact, we 
might consider decreasing the amount of time we spend 
in formal prayer and perhaps enter into practices of justice 
or service so we can grow as a contemplative in action….    

  Ultimately, a rule can enable us to live our lives, as 
Thomas Kelly writes, “from a Centre, a divine Centre … a 
life of amazing power and peace and serenity, of 
integration and confidence and simplified multiplicity.”  

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:   
THE GIFT OF SILENCE 

about:blank
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HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au             

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence   0474 303 261  
fr.stephen@me.com  

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Tue-Fri.   -   9.30am - 4pm 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish 
 DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests of the parish & 
retired & sick clergy of the diocese): 
BSB 062 784   Ac  10000 1624  
2ndCollection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): BSB 062 
784  Acct   10000 1623  

 CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
select each of our two collections: 

 PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT 
CARD:  just click on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting 
p a r i s h  f i n a n c e s ’  o n  o u r  h o m e p a g e 
( w w w . l i n d f i e l d k i l l a r a . o r g . a u )  o r  e m a i l 
accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

 The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us 
the gift of everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Recently deceased:   Joan Ammon, Evina Wong, Brendan 
Walsh, Diana Roche, Bishop Kevin Manning, Wandy 
Kopczynskiej, Sue Simmons (wife of Deacon Paul 
Simmons). Anniversary:   Patricia Darwell, June Connors, 
Ron Burke, Kevin Cavanagh, Nora Kelliher, Joan Reynolds, 
Ellen Lee, Faye Bartlett, Norma Campbell, Thomas William 
Wade, Mary Kane. And for:   Deceased members of 
O’Sullivan and Whithers, Eileen Mary Wade, Gwen Dean. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  Diane McGirr, Mary 
Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang Liers, Tanya Walsh, Jutta 
Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese Playoust, Ali Crawford, 
Morna Sutherland, Barbara McMullen, Jesse Langford, 
Cyril Ferriere, Alex Noble, William Wise, Rosanna 
Comastri, Janette Brennan, Arifin & Ida Marjadi, Bev 
Gledhill. 

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 31 Aug. 7 Sep. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Joey Frez Fr Colin 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr David Strong Fr Ansalem 

Sunday 1 Sep. 8 Sep. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr David Strong Fr Colin 

Killara 9:00 am Fr Joey Frez Fr Stephen 
Lindfield 10:15 am Fr David Strong Fr Colin 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr Sam French Fr Joey Frez 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Stephen Fr Colin 

PARISH DIARY 
 

Every Wednesday:  8:00am   Meditation (online) 
  

SEPTEMBER 
  

Fri. 6th 7:30pm Lindfield Artshow cocktail party 
Sat. 7th-Sun. 8th    all day Lindfield Artshow & Fair 
Fri. 13th 10:00am Healing Mass at Killara 
Sun. 15th 11:30am Blessing of animals event 
Sun. 22nd 2pm-4pm Careers Expo 

  

OCTOBER 
  

Wed. 2nd 6:00pm HSB/IB students & families 
Mass & Pizza Night 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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RENOVATIONS & BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE 

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small 

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 

 

 


